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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE BAPTIST DENOMINA- 
TION IN LIVINGSTON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. 



Eev. Edwin Benden". 

Livingston county is one of the newer parts of the State 
of Illinois. In 1860 we are told there were but five houses in 
Pontiac. The settler upon the prairies went to Ottawa to 
mill, and usually to Bloomington for groceries, although 
some things could be purchased at the little settlement at 
Lexington. 

The first Baptist church of the county came into being at 
Pontiac. The organization was formed on May 20th, 1857. 
Rev. W. Branch of the Illinois Baptist State Association met 
on this date with eight people of the community, six men and 
two women. At first the church had one-fourth time preach- 
ing. It was formally inducted into the sisterhood of Baptist 
churches at a meeting held in Pontiac on August 21, 1859. 
The recognition sermon was delivered by Rev. G. W. Benton 
of the Otter Creek and New Michigan churches. In 1867 the 
first Sunday school was held and George C. Taylor was 
chosen superintendent. 

The church had continued to meet at various places in 
the neighborhood until 1865, when plans were made for the 
erection of a church building. The building committee was 
S. C. Crane, Albert Lawrence, Gh C. Taylor, J. S. Babcock 
and C. N. Bennett. The committee was appointed August 
26, 1865. 

The next score of years shows a record of gradual but 
steady growth, and we find plans being made for the erection 
of a new building, the first structure having proved inade- 
quate. The new building committee was composed of GL R. 
Beach, J. W. Bruner, Albert Cook, E. P. Holly and the pas- 
tor, Rev. Simeon Hussey, together with an advisory com- 
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mittee of eleven members. The foundation stone was laid on 
Thursday afternoon, August 10th, 1893, and beside local pas- 
tors the presence is noted of Eev. J. H. Howard, pastor of 
the church at El Paso, Illinois. The structure, which is the 
one used by the church at the present time, was dedicated 
March 4th, 1894, and the dedicatory sermon was delivered by 
Dr. C. E. Henderson of the University of Chicago. Eev. 
Simeon Hussey was pastor of the church from 1890 to 1895, 
the period in which the structure was planned and completed. 
The present membership of the church is 321. 

The next church to be organized in the county was the 
one at Fairbury. This one came into existence the year fol- 
lowing the organization of the Pontiac church. Organized 
on October 3rd, 1858, with five members, Eev. B. F. Scrivens 
became the first regular pastor in 1860. In 1889 the first 
building, which had been standing for many years, having 
been found inadequate, was torn down and a new one erected 
on the same site. 

In 1903-4 the church building was remodeled at a cost 
of $8,000, and considerable improvements were put upon the 
parsonage. The present membership of the church is 276, 
and the pastor, Eev. Lee W. Ames. 

In 1861 the next Baptist organization was formed in the 
country to the southwest of Pontiac. Mr. and Mrs. Eli Myer 
were virtually the founders of this church. It was organized 
largely through their influence on November 16th, 1861. Mr. 
and Mrs. Myer were members of a Baptist church in Ohio, 
and when they settled in this community united with the Bap- 
tist church at Lexington. A preacher had been coming to a 
nearby log school house and later, when a school house was 
built at Ocoya, services were held there, and it was at this 
school house that the church was organized. Eli Myer left in 
his will six hundred dollars toward the building of a church. 
The structure was completed in 1872. Eeligious services have 
been held here continuously ever since with the recent excep- 
tion of a few months. It is of interest to note that Mr. and 
Mrs. Eli Myer, mentioned above, are the grandparents of 
Eev. Arthur E. Myer, at present, pastor of the First Baptist 
church at LaSalle, Illinois. 

The Chatsworth church was organized in the south- 
eastern part of the county in 1865. The church has a good 
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meeting house and parsonage, and carries on a good work in 
Chatsworth and the surrounding country. Bev. E. C. Shute 
is pastor. 

The church at Graymont was organized on July 17, 1881, 
and was received the same year into the Bloomington Asso- 
ciation. The first set of officers was as follows : Pastor, Bev. 
J. B. Brown ; deacons, Jonathan Askew and Peter Jasperson ; 
clerk, Mrs. Barbara Houder; treasurer, Mrs. Mary Haynes; 
and trustees, A. J. Whitlatch, Jonathan Askew and Peter 
Jacobson. Later a preaching point was established in the 
Georgetown neighborhood and services were continued there 
for many years. The building at Georgetown still stands and 
is owned by the Graymont church. The present pastor is 
Bev. B. E. Foster. 

A year after the work at Graymont was begun, Bev. J. 
B. Brown, the first pastor, assisted in the organization of a 
church to the east of Pontiac in the village of Swygert. This 
church was received the following year into the Bloomington 
Association, and ever since it's organization has been the 
center of the religious life of the community. 

In the Esmen district several miles north of Pontiac a 
church was formed in 1885 or 1886, and continued for about 
a dozen years. We find that Bev. C. D. Merritt, of Fairbury, 
and Bev. J. W. Tanner, of Pontiac, assisted in the beginnings 
of this work. Bev. George White was preaching there in 1897. 

Perhaps the reason for the decay of the Esmen church 
was found in part in the organization of the church at 
Cornell, which came about in 1895. Bev. Simeon Hussey and 
Bev. A. N. Sharpes assisted in the launching of this work. 
This took definite form on August 27,. with six members. The 
church edifice was dedicated on May 30, 1897. Bev. George 
White of the University of Chicago was preaching here at or 
about this time. 

Organized sometime in the sixties and dropped from the 
list of the churches of the Bloomington Association in 1879 
we find the meagre records of a church at Odell. The work, it 
seems, was quite promising for some time, but it never had a 
building of it's own, and eventually most of the members 
went into other churches of the town. 

Although never very numerous, the Baptists of Living- 
ston county have been of the sturdy stock that peopled the 
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prairies of Illinois. Trekking westward from eastern homes, 
the fathers or grandfathers of this generation did their part 
in making these once raw prairies into the paradise of pro- 
ductiveness they are today. These men and women, staunch 
and true, denied themselves much, that their children might 
have the testimony they desired. Their firm faith in God and 
in the Bible stirred them to sacrifice, and their children rise 
up to call them blessed. 



